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      If you?ve ever looked through a telescope, you probably have seen constellations like The 
Pleiades or The Seven Sisters, which are the tail of the bull constellation, Taurus. But have you ever 
wondered how they got their names? In Greek mythology, the Pleiades were Maia, Electra, Alcyone, 
Taygete, Asterope, Celaeno, and Merope, all of whom were sisters. Zeus, the king of the Greek gods 
and goddesses, placed them as stars in the sky to protect them from Orion, a hunter, who had been 
chasing after them for seven years.  

     There are many constellations and a lot of them have roots in ancient Greek mythology. Some of 
the most famous constellations however are the twelve zodiac constellations. Try to see if you can 
find your zodiac and the mythology behind it!

Const ellat ion: Ar ies Dat e: March 23 - Apr i l  19

Chrysomallus was a golden-fleeced ram that could fly. It was sent to rescue Phrixus and Helle, who 

were the children of the cloud nymph Nephele. The ram came to the children and flew them to 

safety. Unfortunately, while flying across the seas to Colchis, Helle lost her grip and fell. Upon 

landing in Clochis, Chrysomallus shed his golden fleece for Phixrus, who hung it in a sacred grove. 

The ram then flew up to take its place in the sky.

Const ellat ion: Taurus Dat e: Apr i l  20 - May 20

When Europa, the Phoenician princess, was playing by the shore, Zeus approached her in the form 

of a bull. He tempted her to climb onto his back and then he carried her away to Crete. Zeus then 

put a constellation of a bull in the sky as an honor to his sacred animal.

Const ellat ion: Gem ini Dat e: May 21 - June 21

Castor and Polydeuces, the twin sons of Zeus, were famous horsemen. Castor and Polydeuces were 

killed by the Messenian princes Idas and Lynceus. After they died, they were put in the sky as the 

constellation Gemini.
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Const ellat ion: Cancer  Dat e: June 22 - July 22

A giant crab from the Lernean swamp was sent to the Hydra to help it kill Hercules, but Hercules ended up 

killing both of the beasts. Here put the Hydra and the Lernean Crab in the sky as the constellations Hydra 

and Cancer. 

Const ellat ion: Leo Dat e: July 23 - August  22

The Nemean Lion, whose golden fur was impossible to pierce with any weapons, had been tormenting the 

countryside of Nemea when Hercules had arrived to kill it as part of his twelve labors. He strangled it with 

his bare hands, killing it. Hera placed the lion in the sky as the constellation Leo.

Const ellat ion: Virgo Dat e: August  23 - Sept em ber  22

Many stories surround this constellation. Some say that it was Demeter, the goddess of agriculture, or 

Tyche, the goddess of good fortune, who was set among the stars. Another version is that Astraea, the Titan 

goddess of innocence and justice, is the constellation Virgo.

Const ellat ion: Libra Dat e: Sept em ber  23 - Oct ober  23

There are two possible myths that go along with this constellation. The first one is that it is Astraea?s scale of 

justice. The second one is that the scales belong to the goddess Tyche.

Const ellat ion: Scorpius      Dat e: Oct ober  24 - Novem ber  21

When Orion boasted that he could kill every animal on the earth, Artemis, the goddess of the hunt, and her 

mother Leto released a giant scorpion to attack Orion. The scorpion won the battle and Zeus put it in the sky 

as the constellation Scorpius.

Const ellat ion: Sagit ar ius Dat e: Novem ber  22 - Decem ber  21

After being poisoned by one of Hercule?s arrows, the centaur Chiron surrendered his immortality. In his 

honor, he was placed in the sky as the constellation Sagittarius.

Const ellat ion: Capr icorn Dat e: Decem ber  22 - January 19

During the War of the Titans, Aegipan, a son of the god Pan, came to Zeus? aid and filled the enemy with 

panic, making them retreat. Zeus then placed him in the sky as the constellation Capricorn in honor of his 

bravery.

Const ellat ion: Aquar ius Dat e: January 20 - February 18

Ganymede, a Trojan prince, was snatched by Zeus? eagle and taken to Olympus to become the cupbearer to 

the gods and goddesses. Subsequently, he was placed in the sky as the constellation Aquarius, to honor his 

services.

Const ellat ion: Pisces Dat e: February 19 - March 20 

When Typhon attacked Olympus, Aphrodite, the goddess of beauty, and her son Eros dove into a river and 

hid behind a school of fish. After Zeus kills Typhon, Aphrodite puts two fish in the sky as the constellation 

Pisces.

Source: ht t ps:/ /www.t heoi.com /greek-m yt hology / st ar -m yt hs.ht m l

https://www.theoi.com/greek-mythology/star-myths.html
https://www.theoi.com/greek-mythology/star-myths.html


Dungeons & Dragons Club
By: Aiden Evans

     You may not have heard of the brand new D&D Club coming to Pitman Middle School. 

Lucky for you, I am here to tell you about it. First off, many people may be wondering, 

what is D&D? D&D, or more commonly known as Dungeons and Dragons, is a tabletop 

role play game where you create a character, participate in stories, and fight monsters 

and foes (in game form) by rolling dice. Players can also make their own decisions and 

find clever ways to defeat foes while going on their own path and following the Dungeon 

Master 's story. The Dungeon Master, or D.M., is the one who creates the story and all the 

characters and foes that players encounter; the D.M. also will attack for the foes since 

they are not players themselves. Sometimes the D.M. uses premade stories, which are 

called campaigns, but they can change things up a bit too.

     Now that is enough about the game, let 's talk about the new club! The club is run by 

Mrs. Weng, the Dungeon Master of the club. All of the club members will be the players, 

playing in whatever campaign Mrs. Weng creates or uses. The club will take place every 

Wednesday after school in the library. Don't worry about bringing your own dice, the club 

will have everything the players need! If you are interested in joining, the club meets in 

the library and anyone interested can join by signing up there. The club currently has 14 

members--we hope to see  you there soon!
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 Tw i l i gh t :  t he Book  vs. t he M ovie 
By: Sonja Albertson

A book vs. a movie is a common debate.  Personally,  I think that  all books are 

bet ter than the movies they turn into. Twilight,  a vampire love story,  has both a 

series of books as well as a series of movies.  In the book, the exposit ion is much 
st ronger than the movie. Readers get  some background informat ion about   the 
main character Bella Swan's old li fe in Phoenix as well as her relat ionship with both 
of her parents. The author also reveals that  she is moving to Forks, a small town 
where her father lives.  Meanwhile,  in the movie,  the director chooses to just  skip 
right  to where her father picks her up from the airport .  A key dif ference is the 
exposit ion; in the movie there is an interact ion between Bella and Jacob Black, the 
son of one of her father?s friends, while they are giving her the rusty old t ruck that  
she uses to drive to school.  In the book, however,  the t ruck is already there and 
the interact ion happens later while Bella is t rying to f igure out  the Cullens' secret . 
Jacob leads her right  to the correct  theory. 

The next  major dif ference is how quickly Bella falls in love with her lab 
partner,  Edward Cullen. In the movie,  i t  happens almost  immediately,  which is 
exact ly what  the director did wrong. In the book, they fall in love over a period of 
t ime; I would say early spring.  Another dif ference is the way the main characters 
speak to each other. In the movie,  i t  is usually very serious while in the book they 
make jokes constant ly. Another signif icant  dif ference is when readers meet  the 
story?s main vi llain. There are some sim ilarit ies to the meet ing such as when and 
where they meet  the t rio of vampires; however,  in the book Dr. Cullen, Edwards 
adopt ive father,  takes them back to the huge mansion where the Cullens live.  
Meanwhile,  in the movie he just  tells them to go away. I cannot  reveal any spoilers 
so I w ill stop here. You should def initely watch the movie or read the book. The 
ending will blow your m ind. So now that  you know the dif ference between the 
two, which is bet ter?





On Sat urday, Sept em ber  25t h, 2021, Pit m an 

Middle School ELA t eachers Mrs. Cuest a and Mrs. 

Boyle held t he PMS Prow ls Words Mat t er  Event  

for  all Pit m an Middle School st udent s.  Over  42 

st udent s f rom  t he m iddle school at t ended t he 

event .  St udent s t ook  par t  in var ious act ivit ies 

about  reading, checked out  som e int erest ing 

books, and even found out  som e of  t heir  

t eachers? favor it e books as well.  I int erviewed 

t he organizers of  t he event , Mrs. Cuest a and Mrs. 

Boyle, t o see where t heir  inspirat ion cam e f rom  

and if  t here w il l  be anot her  Words Mat t er  Event  

in t he fut ure!  

Q: Mrs. Boyle, how did you come up with the idea? 

A: Mrs. Cuesta came up with the original idea for the 

middle school event and worked together with Mrs. 

Haussman, the owner of Words Matter.  Mrs Haussman 

and I have done things working together for teachers in 

the summer. Since I already did an event a bit like this, 

it made sense to do another with Mrs. Cuesta!

Q: Mrs. Cuesta, how did you come up with the idea? 

A: I met with Mrs. Haussman and we brainstormed 

ways to get students to browse the bookstore. Then, we 

put all of our ideas together to put on the event. We 

plan on having another event in the Spring too!

Q: Mrs. Cuesta, what made you decide to do this? 

A: To encourage students to find book that would 

interest them and to encourage them to utilize the 

bookstore as a resource. 

Q: Mrs. Cuesta and Mrs. Boyle, where did the event 

take place and how long did it run?

A: The event took place at The Words Matter, which is a  

bookstore in uptown Pitman across from the Broadway 

Theater. The event was from 2-6 P.M., but students had 

the opportunity to visit the store the whole entire day! 

Q: Mrs. Cuesta, why did you think this was an 

important event for Pitman Middle School students?

A: It is an important event, because the bookstore has 

a lot of awesome books. Currently, students need books 

that students can choose from for independent 

reading. It also encourages students to go to a store in 

the Pitman Community.

Q:Mrs. Boyle, why did you think this was an 

important event for Pitman Middle School students?

A: As an ELA teacher of course I want the kids to read 

all the books, but we also wanted an opportunity to 

support a new local business in town. 

Q: Mrs. Boyle, there were delicious cookies at the 

event. How did you convince your friend to make 

these cookies, also CAN I PLEASE PLEASE HAVE THAT 

RECIPE?

A: My friend is a baker by trade,so I only just had to ask 

her to make them for the event. Sadly,I am not sure she 

would give out the recipe!

PM S Prow ls Words 
M atter Event

By: Jane Conroy-Grobman
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